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hundred against sundrie thousands; and inforced that proud
earle of Clancart to follow him to Limerike, and there humblie
upon his knees to aske pardon and mercie: but also, after that he
had subdued and overcome them, did most uprightlie order and
direct his governement, and with all indifferencie would heare,
decide, and determine the complaints & griefs, and compound
all the causes of everie sutor. Which was so rare a thing in one
of his yeares, as scarse was credible, had not eiewitnesses and
dailie experience prooved and justified the same.
After that he had established peace and tranquillitie in that
countrie, he went to Dublin: where when he had recounted all
his services, and the good successe thereof; and in what quiet
state he had left the countrie, he desired leave to passe over into
England, for and about certeine matters of great importance,
which he had to follow, which he did obteine: as also in reward
of his service, and for his good deserts he (as is before said) was
honored and dubbed a knight; and with letters in his praise and
commendation to hir majestie, and the lords of the councell, he
departed. As sone as he had presented himselfe before hir high-
nesse, hir good countenance and favour, in respect of his good
service to hir majestie was increased and doubled; and he
speciallie above all others magnified and well accepted. Not long
after, he was maried to a yoong gentlewoman, and an inheritrix:
and thense foorth he gave himselfe to studies perteining to the
state of government, and to navigations. He had an excellent
and readie wit, and therewith a toong at libertie to utter what he
thought. Which being adorned with learning and knowledge, he
both did and could notablie discourse anie matter in question
concerning either of these, as he made good proofe thereof, as
well in familiar conference with the noble, wise and learned: as
also in the open assemblies of the parlements, both in England
and in Ireland1: in which he shewes the great value of know-
1 This is the only reference to Gilbert being a member of the Irish House
of Commons. The Parliament referred to is that which met in Dublin on
17 January 1569 and ended its first session on 23 February. Two other
sessions were held, and the Parliament was not dissolved until December
1570. Hooker sat in it as M.P. for Athenry. See C. Litton Falkiner, 'The
Parliament of Ireland under the Tudor sovereigns*, in Proc. Royal Irish
Academy y xxv, section C (1905), 525-9, 553-8, 560-6.